


Published by Unto™, unto.com
2001 West Plano Parkway, Suite 2200, Plano, TX 75075
1-800-778-7806   972-234-0800  info@unto.com
  
Written by: Stephen Hunt

Book and cover design: Tailfish Solutions

Editors: Michelle Oney and Lara Strain

Copy editor: Amanda DeWitt

ISBN Number: 1-57334-112-6

Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version®), ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved.

Book excerpt from When Helping Hurts by Steve Corbett & Brian 
Fikkert ©2009 by Moody Publishers.

©2020 Unto. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in 
any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or 
other electronic or other mechanical methods, without the prior 
permission of Unto.



1

We’re Glad You’re Here

1. Motivation for Doing Good

2. Peace Is God’s Desire

3. Prayer Connects Us to God

4. Kindness Leads to Change

5. Who is Our Neighbor? 

6. Motivation: Going Deeper

7. Humility in Our Rejoicing

3

7

11

17

23

27

33

39

table of contents



2



3

Take one quick look around, and we’ll all agree — our 
world needs reshaping. Things are not as they should be 
because our world is broken by sin. All over the world 
people suffer because of it.
 
As people who care, our response to these issues is 
challenging. Where do we even begin? It may sound 
simplistic, but we begin with faith. Faith that there is a 
Creator, good and just, who not only sees and knows 
everything, but is sovereign over and at work 
within everything. 

We often struggle to understand what God is doing 
as we see the brokenness of the world. But the Bible 
assures us that He is constantly at work, drawing people 
to Himself, not in spite of disaster, conflict, and poverty, 
but even in and through those situations. The prophet 
Isaiah records the Lord’s word, “As the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 
55:9). By faith we can take Him at His word. 

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines humanitarian 
as “a person promoting human welfare and social 
reform.” Now let’s examine the basis for humanitarian 
work through a biblical lens — we see it is not about 
what WE can do, but about who God is and what He is 
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already doing. It’s about joining Him to relieve suffering, 
restore dignity, and reveal hope to people living in the 
toughest places, and pointing people to Jesus. This 
is good news because our chaotic and unpredictable 
world does not need strategic reshaping by the hands 
of people. It needs something far more invasive and far 
more beautiful. It needs true and everlasting hope. 

More good news is that He calls us to join Him in this 
work. That’s why you’re here, isn’t it? You are living out 
Ephesians 2:8-10, which says God saves us by grace, 
through faith, so we may walk forward in the good 
works He has already prepared for us.

We’re glad you decided to participate in this study. 
It’s a privilege to journey with you. These devotions 
are designed to help you engage with God around 
complicated realities. We hope these pages encourage 
you. Above all, we hope this entire experience will guide 
you as you grow to love God and love your neighbor 
even more than you already do. 
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1. Motivation for Doing Good 

“Without doubt, the mightiest thought the mind can 
entertain is the thought of God …”

— A.W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy

Multiple reasons exist for why people care about and 
participate in humanitarian work. You don’t have to 
be a Christian to care deeply about the suffering of 
others. Does the Christian motivation differ from the 
motivation of other faiths or worldviews? How so?

READ Colossians 1:15-20

List some of the ways Jesus is described in Colossians 
1:15-20. What is comforting? What is challenging?
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The phrase “all things” appears five times in this passage 
in the ESV. What is Paul making sure we understand 
and believe?

Is the concept of God’s sovereignty easy for you to 
believe or difficult? Why?

READ 1 Corinthians 15:3-20

What are the implications of 1 Corinthians 15:14-20 for 
humanitarian work? In other words, why is it “of first 
importance” that Christ has been raised?
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How does the resurrection of the dead give you hope 
as you consider the brokenness in you and around you?

Do these passages increase, decrease, or make no 
difference in your motivation for humanitarian work? 

Explain.

In light of what these passages teach, and as you 
consider the many humanitarian needs in our world, 
what is our role?






